


Despite the lockdown, Ontario Nature has not stopped 
working to protect and advocate for nature.  

We are stronger together.  
Thank you for your continued support!





• Ontario Nature still operating; all programs/campaigns are running; we 
continue to advocate on behalf of nature

• Toronto head office and Boreal office closed; all staff working from home
• All spring events cancelled; field season on hold until restrictions lifted
• Ontario Nature have closed all nature reserves to public visitation
• Please read our response to COVID-19 on the media page of our website 

https://ontarionature.org/news-release/our-response-to-covid-19/) 

Ontario Nature and COVID-19 Crisis



New Faces at Ontario Nature 

•Tanya Pulfer and Stephanie Muckle have left Ontario Nature
• Smera Sukumar is Ontario Nature’s new Nature Reserves Manager
• Brittney Vezina is our new Conservation Projects Coordinator
• Jackie Ho – is our new Protected Places Assistant 
• Melina Damian – is our new Communications Coordinator
• Anna Dipple – is our new Executive Assistant 
• A.J. Pilobella – is our Director of Finance and Administration



Nature	
Network	

• Ontario Nature is built on a strong foundation of commitment 
and concern for nature that is shared by a province-wide 
network of groups and individuals, the Nature Network.

• The Nature Network connects Ontario Nature with people 
making their communities better places in which to live. 

• Ontario Nature brings provincial initiatives to the local level, and 
community groups bring local efforts and concerns to provincial 
attention.

• Many of Ontario Nature’s conservation initiatives would not 
have been possible without the help and support of the groups 
in the Nature Network.

• Thank you for your continued support!



New Nature Network Member Groups
New group admitted at February Board Meeting:
• Shoresh Jewish Environmental Programs (Lake Ontario 
North) – offers community members meaningful 
opportunities to be responsible stewards of the natural 
world. Shoresh is a Hebrew word for root. 
• Shoresh Jewish Environmental Programs is a 
registered Canadian charity www.shoresh.ca



• When June 5–June 7, 2020
• Where:     Evergreen Resort on the South 

Bruce Peninsula

• Due to COVID-19:
We have cancelled the 
2020 Gathering.  All 
registrations funds will be 
returned to registrants. 

Mark your calendars 
for June 2021

The Sudbury Naturalists together 
with Junction Creek Stewardship 
Committee have invited us to 
Sudbury in June 2021.  
• The local planning committee 

have tentatively booked Science 
North, Laurentian University and 
Dynamic Earth at Big Nickel 
presentations will include 
discussions on: Climate Change 
of the North, Lake Recovery, 
Turtle Research, Intelligence of 
Plants and Insects,  A Lake 
Cruise and the Success Story of 
Regreening Sudbury

• You will not want to miss the 
great workshops and field trips 

Ontario Nature AGM and Gathering 

• Mark June 11-13 on your 2021 
calendar



We are still going ahead with the conservation awards this year, and are 
finalizing a plan for how to recognize winners virtually, and then hopefully 
again in person in the fall if a one-day event is possible. Stay tuned!





A Cross-Cultural Dialogue 
Summary report available  

In October 2019, over 100 leaders and knowledge 
holders from Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
communities and organizations gathered in 
Kingston Ontario to share insights and strategies 
about addressing the interrelated crises of climate 
change and biodiversity loss. 

Hosted by Ontario Nature, Plenty Canada, the 
Indigenous Environmental Institute at Trent 
University, Walpole Island Land Trust and 
Frontenac Arch Biosphere Network, the three-day 
event provided a forum for cross-cultural dialogue 
and learning.

We invite you to take a closer look and consider 
the words of the Elders, Knowledge Keepers, 
scientists, youth and other experts who 
contributed their wisdom and advice on the 
challenges we face and opportunities to move 
forward together along a more equitable, 
sustainable and hopeful path.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmtoawl5QDk



Current Advocacy Work

• Rondeau Provincial Park Cottage Lot Leases
• Proposed cormorant hunt
• Proposed spring bear hunt
• Conservation Authorities Act Review

For more information contact Dr. Anne Bell, Director of Conservation and Education 
at anneb@ontarionature.org 

Thank you for your participation in 
these important issues!

Your voice matters!



Provincial Policy Statement 2020
Ontario’s primary land use policy

The government had proposed changes that would’ve allowed pits 
and quarries to trump existing protections for wetlands, woodlands 
and wildlife habitat.  
Good News:
• No proposed policy to allow aggregates extraction in significant 

natural features.
• No proposed requirement that municipalities fast-track housing 

development applications.
Bad News:
PPS weakened in other ways (re. settlement boundary expansions , 
requirements for compact development, etc.)


For more information contact Anne Bell at anneb@ontarionature.org



Thank	you	for	
your	support!

• You	helped	create	the	Gananoque	Lake	Nature	Reserve	and	
expand	our	Lost	Bay	Nature	Reserve

• 414	acres	of	vital	habitat	in	the	Frontenac	Arch	are	now	protected	
forever.		This	unique	area	forms	part	of	the	ancient	backbone	of	
eastern	North	America,	the	natural	supporting	structure	for	a	
vital	living	system	of	lakes,	forests,	wetlands	and	rivers	that	pulse	
with	plant	and	animal	activity.		We	are	proud	together	we	
protected	some	of	the	richest	biodiversity	in	Canada.		There	are	
more	than	25	species	at	risk	have	been	recorded	on	our	Lost	Bay	
Nature	Reserve	including	Cerulean	warbler,	western	chorus	frog	
and	Blanding	turtle.



Ontario’s 3rd

Breeding 
Bird Atlas

• Once again, Ontario Nature’s Nature 
Network and our partners at Birds Canada 
and the Ontario Field Ornithologists will help 
deliver this multi-year citizen science 
initiative, of critical importance to bird 
conservation. 

• The 2021-25 Atlas will make Ontario the first 
province or territory in Canada to undertake 
its third bird atlas.

• Your help provides current comprehensive 
and reliable information on the distribution 
and abundance of wild birds in Ontario.

• We are looking to recruit some regional 
coordinators in Northern Ontario through our 
Nature Network Groups.



Nature Reserves Closed to Public until 
Further Notice

• We had anticipated that the 2020 field season would be busy 
year for conservation science. 

• On April 3rd, Ontario Nature made the difficult decision to 
close all Nature Reserves to the public. 

• It is not safe to permit use of our trails due to the risk of 
spreading the COVID-19 virus. 

• We are also not able to do any trail maintenance at this time, 
which poses a further risk to the public.

• If you have any questions, please call 1-800-440-2366 or 
email info@ontarionature.org



Citizen Science Spring 2020
Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas (ORAA)
• The Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas (ORAA) is transitioning from 

data collection to data analysis. 
• While observations are no longer being accepted, we have our exciting 

publication to look forward to! This publication will highlight key 
findings from the ORAA over its 10-year lifespan. 

• Interactive range maps still available on website
• We strongly encourage you to continue submitting observations 

through citizen science projects, such as the ‘Herps of 
Ontario’ project on iNaturalist.

• You can also submit observations of species at risk to the ‘NHIC’ 
project on iNaturalist or compile records in a spreadsheet and email it to 
the Natural Heritage Information Centre  (nhicrequests@ontario.ca). 

• We owe the success of the ORAA to you! 
• We want to thank  all of you for your support and enthusiasm over the 

years and we look forward to sharing the results of your hard work later 
this year! 

Long-term Monitoring Protocol for Ontario’s Snakes 
• We hope to continue our long term monitoring when our field 
season resumes.



Boreal Office Outreach

Created two learning kits for schools to borrow
• Wild for Wildlife learning kit
• Become a Birder learning kit

• Indigenous-led Conservation Events
• The Boreal staff shared our knowledge by compiling over 30 

interviews with local experts about the cultural and ecological 
significance of Black Bay Peninsula and suggested pathways for 
future protection. Representatives from Metis Nation, commercial 
fisherman, trappers, hunters, environmental NGOs, and 
biologists.

• In addition, the Boreal team worked with land defender and chef,   
Art Napoleon (co-host of the popular APTN TV show, "Moosemeat
and Marmalade") to talk about forests, food and the fate of boreal 
caribou in two Indigenous communities and Thunder Bay.

For more information contact Julee Boan at. juleeb@ontarionature.org



Through a strong partnership with Ontario Nature, 
members have access to a unique insurance 

program with extensive coverage 
and competitive premiums. 

Specific questions on club’s insurance should be 
directed to Ross Fraser
rfraser@cadeinsurance.com
416-234-9980
http://cadeinsurance.com/ontario-nature-member/



Check out our Earth Day Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixDZzhfd0wI&fbclid=IwAR1ni2mFlGe0UgeG
L2uS9-KBAt5ioUL7sQ0kwbWnoPQ4rrynzR57CxMo-Kc

The great outdoors – even when we're indoors



• Featuring Nature Network 
Clubs and Groups monthly 
on our Ontario Nature Blog

• Blogs have a broad 
appeal, our readers love to 
hear local stories from 
around the province

• Could be about history of 
the club, project you are 
working on, or about a 
particular concern in the 
region.  Endless 
opportunities…

• Our blogs are short 400-600 words.  
• We will help with editing
• We receive 500 views per day

Guest Bloggers Needed!





Tens of thousands of people are raising their voices as advocates for the 
protection of Ontario’s wild species and wild spaces – people who are willing 

to take that extra step by communicating directly with the government 
and other decision-makers about the need to protect nature. 

Will you join them?
As an Advocate for Nature, you will receive emails about important 

conservation issues and easy ways you can take action when your help is 
urgently needed.

https://ontarionature.org/take-action/advocate-for-nature/



Please	submit	your	Club/Group	
Activity	Forms

We	love	hearing	from	you,	please	keep	in	touch



Thank	you	for	your	
continued	support	
during	this	
extraordinary	time.

Keep	healthy,	keep	
safe!


